
Within the Code of Pracce BS 8000 Part 11 and BS 5385 Parts 1 to 5 you will discover recommendaons 
on ling best pracce. BS 5385 highlights the necessity for solid bedding regardless of whether the les 
are being installed on a wall or floor. 

BS 5385 part 1 was revised and published in June 2018 and clearly states that: “Tiles should not be fixed 
using the dot and dab technique.” This can be found in item 7.2.1.6. Item 6.3.1 of this secon also 
provides guidance in relaon to the installaon of les: “Tiles with a surface area of less than 0.1 m2, 
but which but which weigh more per square metre than 70% of the background’s capacity to carry the weight, should 
be solidly bedded e.g. the maximum weight of le that can be supported by Gypsum plaster = 20kg; 
whereas 9mm thick porcelain les, which weigh approximately 18kg/m2, weigh more than 70% of 20kg 
(14kg) therefore, they should be solidly bedded regardless of their size.”. 

There is further reference to the correct bedding method for the installaon of les within item 6.2.3.1 
which states: “Tiles can be bedded directly to a background using an appropriate adhesive as the bed. 
Methods of applicaon and suitability of backgrounds to accept these methods are described in Clause 7 
and and Table 3. The surface should be true such that, when checked with a 2m straightedge with 3mm thick 
feet at each end, the straight edge should not be obstructed by the background and no gap should be 
greater than 6mm.”

Further recommendaons are found in BS 5385 Part 3:2014 which concentrates on the Design and Installaon 
of Internal and External Ceramic and Mosaic Floor Tiling in Normal Condions. You will find this informaon in 
Secon 7 Clause 7.2.1.2.1 in reference to the notched trowelling and Buering technique: “When floor les 
are fixed using normal cemen ous adhesives, the adhesive should be applied to the sub-floor as well as to 
the back of the le the back of the le to ensure solid bed fixing. The mixed adhesive should be applied to the sub-floor using a 
trowel as a floated coat, pressing the adhesive into the surface before combing through with a notched trowel 
as a spreading gauge to provide a uniform ribbed adhesive bed. The backs of the dry les should be buered 
with the adhesive to coat the surface and to fill flush any back profile or key to form a contact layer before 
placing the le on the ribbed adhesive bed. Each le should then be pressed or tapped down firmly into 
posion with a rubber mallet. The adhesive should preferably be trowelled out as straight ribs and les 
should be pshould be pressed into the ribbed adhesive bed whilst the ribs are sll wet and workable, i.e. within the 
“open me” of the spread adhesive.”


